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Abstract Two new species appeared in the Hungarian avifauna in 2016: the Rock Pipit and the 
Yellow-billed Loon. The Rock Pipit was trapped and ringed in the habitat reconstruction area 

(Borsodi-dűlő) near Fertőújlak on 10th October. The Yellow-billed Loon was seen and photographed on the Lake 
Balaton at Balatonföldvár, Szántód and Zamárdi on 3–13th December. The number of bird species which occurred 
in Hungary has risen to 414 with the occurrences of these species.
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Összefoglalás 2016-ban két faunára új madárfaj bukkant fel Magyarországon: a parti pityer és a fehércsőrű bú-
vár. A parti pityert 2016. október 10-én fogták és gyűrűzték a Fertőújlak melletti élőhely-rekonstrukciós területen 
(Borsodi-dűlő), a fehércsőrű búvárt pedig 2016. december 3–13. között figyelték meg és fényképezték a Balato-
non, Balatonföldvár, Szántód és Zamárdi térségében. E két faj előkerülésével a Magyarországon valaha bizonyí-
tottan előfordult madárfajok száma 414-re emelkedett.
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In 2016, two bird species was accepted by the Hungarian Checklist and Rarities Commit-
tee as new to the Hungarian fauna. These are the Rock Pipit (Anthus petrosus) and the Yel-
low-billed Loon (Gavia adamsii). By these, the number of bird species found in Hungary to 
date has risen to 414.

Anthus petrosus (Montagu, 1798) – Rock Pipit
10th October 2016, Fertőújlak, Borsodi-dűlő, 1 imm. (1y) (probably male) exemplar (T. Ha-
darics and others)

The Rock Pipit formerly treated as conspecific with Water Pipit (A. spinoletta). The split of 
the two taxa into separate species is based on subtle differences in their plumage (Alström 
& Mild 1987, 1996, 1997, Knox 1988), moulting (Williamson 1961) and voice, includ-
ing both song and calls (Alström & Mild 1987). The two taxa are allopatric in the Western 
Palearctic, their breeding areas do not overlap and they breed in completely different habi-
tats: whereas the Rock Pipit breeds primarily on rocky sea shores, the Water Pipit is a typical 
mountain species. The difference in habitat use persists also during the winter period, and 
they occur in different habitats even in places where they both overwinter (Bijlsma 1977). 
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The separation of the two taxa has also been confirmed by molecular biology methods, and 
the tests showed that these two taxa are phylogenetically the closest within pipits (Voelker 
1999), only having separated ca. 144,000 years ago (Arctander et al. 1996). The identifica-
tion of them as separate species became commonplace since the end of the 1990s/beginning 
of 2000s (Sangster et al. 2002, Collinson 2006), and nowadays they are described as two 
separate species in every checklist, identification guide and handbook.

The Rock Pipit breeds on the rocky shores of the Jylland, Scandinavian Peninsula, Fin-
land and Kola Peninsula (ssp. littoralis), seashores of Bretagne and British Isles (ssp. pet-
rosus), as well as on the Faroes, Orkney and Shetland (ssp. kleinschmidti) (Tyler 2004). 
Whereas the petrosus is mostly resident showing some dispersion and the kleinschmidti al-
so only migrates short distances from the breeding grounds, most populations of the litto-
ralis (except the southern ones) migrate, wintering on the rocky Atlantic coasts of Western 
Europe from Southern Scandinavia to Gibraltar, even in Northwestern Africa (Tyler 2004). 
The species is rarely seen far away from the Western European coasts, such as Central and 
Eastern Europe, although an occurrence is known from Greece (Vittery 2006). Because the 
Rock Pipit is tightly connected to the coast both during migration and overwintering, it rare-
ly appears in Central Europe. Of the countries adjacent to Hungary, it only occurred once 
in Austria and once in Ukraine. In Austria, one exemplar was observed and photographed 
on 14th November 2015 by the river Inn at Mining (Upper Austria) (Pumberger 2017), and 
in Ukraine, it was photographed on 7th November 2016 in the coastal part of Danube Del-
ta (Yakovlev 2016).

In Hungary, one Rock Pipit was caught with a walking trap and ringed on 10th October 
2016 at the habitat reconstruction area (Borsodi-dűlő) near Fertőújlak by Tibor Hadarics 
(2016). This Rock Pipit was a first year bird in first winter plumage. Based on registered 
biometric data (primarily the 90 mm wing length), the captured specimen was most proba-
bly a male, because the sex of even first-year birds can be relatively precisely determined by 
the wing length in the littoralis subspecies of the Rock Pipit (Larsson & Strandvik 1986). 
Subspecies of the Rock Pipit (ssp. petrosus and ssp. littoralis) can be distinguished neither 
by the colour of the plumage nor biometric data, thus subspecies status of the captured bird 
could not be determined. However, because the English petrosus subspecies (Western Rock 
Pipit) is not a migrant, but the littoralis subspecies (Scandinavian Rock Pipit) is, the appear-
ance of the latter in Central Europe is more probable. This was the first well documented and 
confirmed record of the Rock Pipit in Hungary, and the first record in the Carpathian Basin.

Gavia adamsii (G. R. Gray, 1859) – Yellow-billed Loon
3–13th December 2016, Balatonföldvár, Szántód and Zamárdi, Lake Balaton, 1 imm. (1y) 
exemplar (B. Kókay and others)

The Yellow-billed Loon breeds on the Siberian tundra from southern island of Novaya Zem-
lya across Northern Siberia to Chukotka Peninsula, and on the North American tundra from 
northern Alaska east to Melville Peninsula (Carboneras 1992). Birds that breed in North 
America overwinter in Southern Alaska and the Pacific coast of Canada, and those from East 
Siberia spend the winter in the coastal regions of Japan and the Korean Peninsula, whereas 
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West Siberian breeders overwinter in Northern Europe on the northern and western shores 
of the Kola and Scandinavian Peninsula (Carboneras 1992). In the last decades, it was more 
regularly spotted on the North and Baltic Sea (Lewington et al. 1991).

The Yellow-billed Loon usually nests on freshwater lakes of the tundra, but occasional-
ly also on the seashore or along rivers (Carboneras 1992). In the winter, it mostly stays near 
the seashore, whereas birds wandering inland, occur primarily on bigger lakes, rivers and 
reservoirs.

Because the species is strongly connected to the coastal zones of seas both during migra-
tion and overwintering, it very occasionally appears in inland Europe. Of the countries ad-
jacent to Hungary, it occurred nine times in Austria, four times in Slovenia, and twice in 
Slovakia and Croatia. Its last observation in Austria was an exemplar in first winter plum-
age (2y) between 2nd February and 7th March 2014 (Albegger & Khil 2016). In Slovenia, 
one exemplar was seen on 13th November 1982 on the River Dragonja (Sečoveljske soline) 
(Škornik 1983), on 23rd January 1986 at Ptuj on the River Drava (Ptujsko jezero) (Janže
kovič 1986), on 12th January 2003 in the Strunjan Bay (Vrezec & Rubinič 2003), and on 19th 
March 2004 on the sea near Sečoveljske soline (Szymański 2004). In Slovakia one specimen 
was shot on 25th November 1884 on the river Orava near Istebné (Ferianc 1964), and anoth-
er one was observed between 8th January and 13th February 1997 on the River Danube near 
Bratislava (Somogyi 1997). In Croatia, on 19th December 1908 an adult female specimen 
was shot along the river Sava near Babina Greda (Nagy 1917), the preparatum of which is 
exhibited in the Croatian Natural History Museum, Zagreb (Grbac & Kralj 2008). Another 
bird was observed between 1st February and 2nd March 2004 on the River Drava near Osi-
jek (Kralj 2005). The Slovakian and Croatian data of the species are also Carpathian Basin 
occurrences.

Two observations are known from Hungary on Lake Balaton: one exemplar on 25–26th 
November 1977 at Balatonlelle (Fülöp 1982), and another one on 30th November 1982 at 
Balatonalmádi (Bankovics 1986). However, because neither photos nor detailed descrip-
tions were made of the birds and the observers were alone at the time of the events, the ob-
servations were not accepted by the Hungarian Checklist and Rarities Committee, and thus 
they could not be included in the Hungarian checklist.

A first winter plumage (1y) Yellow-billed Loon was seen by Bence Kókay on 3th Decem-
ber 2016 on the Lake Balaton at Balatonföldvár. The bird was observed and photographed 
by many birdwatchers at Szántód on the next day, and at Zamárdi on the next week until 13th 
December. This was the first well documented and confirmed record of Yellow-billed Loon 
in Hungary, and the fifth record in the Carpathian Basin.
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